6.3. The Concept of Colour Harmony in Environment
Theory

Colour-bearing surfaces of our built environment have colours of different hues, satura-
tions and lightnesses. In other words, they are perceived, and act in shaping the space
as a complex, in interaction, rather than by themselves. The role of various colour
sensations in modifying distance perception or expressing function can be discussed
independently only theoretically; in a real space, space sensations are always formed by
colour harmony complexes. Therefore the regularities ordering our colour perceptions
to a harmony complex i.c. the content of the concept of colour harmony are problems
of prime importance.

Surface colours of built space are important factors in the development of space
sensation. The content of space sensation can be deduced from two components: space
perception and its relation to the function of the real space. Colour perceptions are
























